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1 November 1978_

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for National Foreign Assessment
FROM: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT: World Food Praoblems

I would Tike to discuss world food problems and the President's

Commission on World Hunger sometime at your convenience.

25X1

25X1

STANSFIELD TURNER

(‘\

Attachment: _
Christian Science Monitor »
Editorial, 26 October 1978
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Honungin<ﬂw

CI Presxdent Carters news Commxssxon on -

World Hunger does its work well, Americans
should become better educated to what needs
to bé done to solve .one’ of the ‘world’s most
. crucial -’and - heart-rending problems
media attention has’ focused<on’ the-new-com-

.. mission. That sugrests a certain apathy on the

- at pest, a precceupation with-in-

.- flation and other worries closer to home: But *

+ '+ even the affluent third of the world community
will one day be affected if.the impoverished -

two-thirds cannol be helped to feed itself. The
problem cries out for' long-term solutions.

1t is sobering to learn that no meaningful
progress on the food front has been made since
the 1974 world food conference in Rome. There

have been some huge crop increases but these’

. are largely in the wrong part of the world, in

.. the food-abundant countries: The goal of boost-

- ing food output by 4 percent. annuall 1n food~' :
& tout Oy L P : y . the “affluence” problem — do Americans need

~to ‘consume so_much? And how is the sale of

" short nations has-not been met.
" Just this past weekend Maurice Wllhams

. executive director- of the World Food Council,
.7 stated that the gap between the:rich and the

poor . nations in food productlon and - con-

sumption is growing wider. In ali the devel- -

_oping regions except Asia the output of food
- has actnally decreased in the past two years.

" In Mr. Williams’ words, “The food outlook in
low-income areas of the world, already pre- ~

carious, appears likely to deterjorate further.”
VY
© On ap encourafgnh note;” the rate of popu-
. lation growth in the world is slowing down. But
U.S. aid oificials warn that burgeoning popu-
lations still pose a growing threat to the eco-
nomic well-being of developing countries. Un-
less birthrates decline much faster, increases
in food production may be offset by the in-
creased population. World Bank experts esti-
mate that as many as 600 million people will be
living in absolute poverty by the turn of the
. century, even if projected increases in aid are
taken into account. .

*7" Such cold statistics are djmwn to relate to

. the American experience in a way that wins.
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hunger

pubhc support for axd efforts. This is where the
" new - 20-member commission comes “in. By

- Little

.z"

means of hearings and: jnterviews across the
country it can help Americans to undersiund

both the basic issues behind the ‘problem of |
“hunger and the implications of the problem for

the rich nations {(the prosmect ﬂf mmle‘rahlﬂ in-
ﬂanrw “emu are of t*x 2wy
: ' ‘:..,_f" ke l-’ IR

-The issues are complex and, as food experts
suggest, many questions need to be confronted.
How, for instance, can the food- deficit coun-
tries import food when trade restrictious in the
rich nations. limit" their ability to-export and

_earn foreign exchange? Why are U.S. corpo-

rations operaling in countries to-export vege-

* tables and fruit, say, when these.countiries

themselves are short of food and could be us-
iig the land for their own needs? How about

arms to poor nations affecting thmr econumxc
developmem,’ R A

. Mr.. . Carter's . commission seems weu-
eqmpped to probe these and other matters. It

includes food specialists, such as Norman Bor-

laug of “Green Revolution’ fame and nutri-
tionist Jean Mayer; members of Congress;
and even a couple of couniry pop singers to
woo - audiences. . And .chairman - Sol - Linowitz,
who heiped drive the Punama Canal treaijes
through the $enate, can be counted on to
tackle nis mew %swnmc"t with 1e~=t Lmd en-
thusiasm, :

Presidential commissions have a way of fad-
jng into oblivien, however. This one, if it
merely produces another report on world hun-
ger as it is charged to do by mid-1980. will
nave fulfilled its mission only in part. Its true
aiccess will be measured by the extent to
which it rouses the American people to recog-
nize the urgency of the world hunger probiem
-- and to support changes in.public policy to
combat it Surely their truditional compission
for those in such need ezn buoLea-
wakened and requires ondy o be (‘h N6 Jed
into effective action.
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